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36 ODE ON A DISTANT PROSPECT 


Ah bappy hills! ah pleaſing ſhade ! 


Ah fields belov'd i in vain! . 
Where once my careleſs childhood ara, 
A ſtranger yet to pain! > 

I feel, the gales that from ye blow, 

A momentary bliſs beſtow, 


© Ak ding Hen hel? glatfome wing, 
My weary ſoul they ſeem to ſooth, 
And, redolent of joy and youth, 


To breathe a ſecond ſpring. 
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Or urge the flying ball? Aas 1 


” 17 wy” : — Wo — 
| inn e 
* ; G 3.4 4 17141 1 . 14 Pa 4 


While ſome on earneſt buſineſs bent 78 
Their murm' ring labours ply A 

*Gainſt graver. hours "that bring „ N 
To ſweeten liberty ; zr . 
Some bold adventurers diſdain” mn 
The limits of their little reignnnmn 
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And unknown regions dare deſery: - 
Still as they run they look behind, Ini. 1 8 
They hear a voice in every wind, A 256 Bu 
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Gay hope is theits by fancy. fed. „ 
Leſs pleaſing when poſſeſt; 
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I Thelittlevidimsplay! ß 
No ſenſe have they of ills to come 


Nor care beyond to-da ß; 


eve ſee, how all around em wait 
| The miniſters of human fate. 
And black Misfortune's baleful train! 
To ſeize their prey, the murderous band ! 
Ab; tell them'they ate men:! 
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 Diſdainful Auger, palid-Fear,- JET dt ni od 
And Shame that ſkulks behünd:: wſtiry A 
Or pining Love ſhalbwaſte theiriyouth,.:; or 
Or Jealouſy, OT 8e ö 
That inly -gnaws the ſecret heart: 
And Envy aneh Cape 025 We” 
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Then whirl the wretch from high, 
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a And grinning Infãx..... 8 
' The ſtings of Rs jr ER 
And hard Unkindneſs alter d eye, 1/7 
Thar mocki the tear it fore d to "Ong « YL. 
And keen Remotſe with. blood.defil'd, , ore | 
| nd moody Madneſs laughing wild : 
Amid ſevereſt 1 woe. 
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And happineſs too ſwiftly flies, - 
Thought would deſtroy their paradiſe. _ 
No more - where ignorance is bliſs, 
"Tis folly to be wiſe. 8 
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Ma. Grar's Ließ I try Church⸗ 
' Yard, before it appeared in print, was handed about 
in manuſcript ; and amongſt other eminent perſon - 
ages who ſaw and admired it, was the Lady Cob- 
bam, who reſided at the Manſion-houſe at Stoke- 
Pogeis. The performance induced her to wiſh for 
the author's acquaintance; and Lady Schaub and 
Miſs Speed, then at her houſe, undertook to, effect 
it. Theſe two ladies waited upon the author at his 
aunt'ꝰs ſolitary manſion, where he at that time re- 
| fided z and not finding him at home, they left their 
names. Mr. Gray,” ſurpriſed at ſuch a compliment, 
returned the viſit. Aud us the beginning of this at... 
quaintance wore a little of the face of romance, he 


ſoon after gave a fanciful and pleaſant account of it 


in the following copy of verſes, which he entitled 


5 A Lone Srokx. 


ALTHOUGH this performance 8 poſſeſſes 
great humour, yet it is not immediately perceived; 
and has not been univerſally reliſhed. The author 


©, perceived this himſelf, and owned it candidly.— 


„The verſes,” he writes to Dr. Wharton, you 
« ſo kindly try to keep in countenance, were writ- 
| © ten merely to divert Lady Cobham and her fa- 
0 mily, and ſucceeded accordingly z but being 
« ſhewed about in town, are not liked at all.“ This 


laſt conſideration induced Mr. Gray to reject them 


in the Collection which he himſelf made of his 


| poems. 3 


Ma. Grav's Executor having thought 1 to 
when them, they ars retained Kore, N | 
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6 A LONG STORY. 


| Full oft within the ſpacious walls, 

When he had fifty winters o'er him, | 
1 My grave Lord-Keeper led the Brawls: : 15 N 
The Seals and Maces danc'd before him. 

VVV 
His buſhy pond, and ſhoe-ſtrings green, 
Illi high-crown'd hat, and ſatin doublet, 
| "Mord the Rev heart bf En Queen; | 
Tho Pope and Spaniard could not trouble it, 


What, in ee tgs Menn LV [ 
Shame of the verſifying tribel 2 2 
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From whence one faral morning iſſues ©; 45201 
ol brace of warriors, not in buff, d 251 
But mſling in weir fh and tine DA 
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The — fron France 
Her conqurring deſtiny fulfllin - a 
whom meaner beauties eee for bald 
And vainly perks aries. nn baus 


The other Amazon kind heaven 
Had arm'd with ſpirit, wit, and ſatite: 
But Cobham had the poliſh. given, 


And ti d her arrows with hood om 


To celebrate — her hat- 
| Coarſe panegyrics would but reare her 2 
Mieliſſa is her Nom de Guerre. 
Alas, who would nat wt co leaſe br 90 


With bonnet blue and capuchin T 
In pity to the country - farmer. bin Od zu 
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A | Fame i tho bey of Mr. - 3 Md 
| Had told, that thereabouts: there lurk'd d * 
* 8 A wicked Imp they call a Poet: 
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wu proul d the country fur and hear: 
Bewitch'd the children of the ee : # 
Dried up the cows, and lam d the dear, | 
19 And fock'd the eggs, and kilt'd the dane 
MI Lady heard their bine petit 


Swore by her coronet and ermine, ies 
She'd ifſue out her high — gil, 37 
? To rid ehe manor of ſuck vermin, ane ur NL 
The Heroines'undeitook the taſuß; 

Thro' lunes unknown, G er ſtiles they venturd, 
eee eee talk; bnA 
But bounce into che patiouy enter d. wig nt 4255 : 
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Yet cal his vy (no- fg of grace; 8 
For folks in fear are apt to pray) „ 18 
To Phœbus he prefer d his e gik 
An@begg'd his aid that dreadful dar. 
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The Godhead would have-back'd his quarrel, 
But with 4 bluſh on recollectiotn 
 Own'd that his quiver and his aurel! 
Gainſt four ſuch eyes were Sed of 


The Court was ſat; che Culprit there, 
Forth from their gloomy manſions Wy" K 
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* Peereſs The Audience ſtare, 
he Peereſs comes. The / ſtare, 
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* How inthe. Park benterh an eld tree, 1614 » 
(Without defign to hurt the, butter, |. en 


. Or any malice to the poultry.) 2 $5043 $$ ge p f 
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Number would give Their oaths upon it, a 5 
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The ghoſtly prudes with 3 4 
Already had condemn'd the ſinner, 
My Lady roſe, and with a grace— 


She ſmil'd, and bid him come to dinner. . 


« Jeſu-Maria! Madam Bridget, 
© Why what can the Viſcounteſs mean? 

(Crit the ſquare Hoods in woeful fidget) 
| * The times are alter'd ee 

0 Decorum's E 


„ Aenne 
Decorum's s turned to mere mer enn 
. Her air and all her Manners ſhew it wo 
nes I commend mme to her affability i 3001 U * 
© Spakwa'C mmoner and Poet: 
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The Fane ave eaught to tale of ben. 
Aud purple tyrants veinly groan 11 


With pangs unſelt before, unpitketf und alone, 
mob NR - = 


„ 


. „ 


1 
b, * gp | 
7 * 
* FT 9 


J — 
— — - — 


—— —— 
— — 7 


* 
——— 


PPT 
* - 0 — — — 
” 


— — — 
4 


- 
33 
- 


28 ODE To ADVERSITY. 


| When firſt thy Sire to ſend on eanh 


Virtue, his darling child, defign'd 
To thee he gave the heavenly birth, | 
And bade to form her infant mind. 


Stern rugged nurſe! thy rigid lore 


With patience many a year ſhe bore : 
What ſorrow was, thou bad'ſt her know, 
| Andfromherowi ſhe learn'd to melt at others | 
woe. ; ; 
Scar d at thy frown terrific, fly | 
Self. pleaſing Fally's idle brppd. 
Wild Laughter, Noiſe, andaboughni Jo , 
And leave. us leiſure ta be good. 
Light they diſperſe j and with them 80 
The ſummer-frie che flat ing ſoe : 
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node e yy Wisdom 


ö opR ro ADVERSITY.) | 
Wiſgonvio:Gallegarb array d, thaet + 
Immers'd in capt/rous} hong poten, 

And Melancholy, ſilent maid | 
With leaderi ee 0 
Still, on thy ſolemn ſteps attend! 
Warm Charity, the general friend. 

With Juſticemo herſelf ſevere, vert PTA 

* 

ent 
Oh, . on thy ſuppliant s head, 

Dread Goddeſs, lay thy chaſt ning hand! 

Not in thy Gorgon terrors clad, - 

Nor circled with the vengeful band 

As by the i impious thou art ſeen) | 

"With thund'ring voice, and threat'ning mien, 

With ſcreaming Horror's funeral cry, 

| Deſpair, and fell Diſeaſe, and ghaſtly e 
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Thro' the azure deep of air: 
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The following Ode i is founded on a Tradi- 
tion current in Wales, that Edward the Firſt, 
when he completed the conqueſt of that coun. ' 
try, ordered all the Bards that fell into his 8 
; hands to be put to death, | F 
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Jo fave thy ſecret ſoul from nightly fears, 
_ From Cambria's curſe, from Cambria's tears!” 
Such were the ſounds that o'er the creſted ptide 
Of the firſt Edwatd ſcatter'd wild diſmay, : 
As down the ſteep of Snowdon's ſhaggy ſide. 
He'v wound with toilſome march his long array. : 
Stout Glo'ſter ſtood aghaſt inf] peechleſs trance! 
To arms! cried Mortimer, and couch'd his 
| quivring lance. 
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© Hark, how each giaiit-oak; and deſeft-cave, 


« Sigh to the torrent i awful voice beneath! 
"0" thee, oh 3 cit humana arme 
den wave Fan + 
; * ants — tdin, 
V ocal no more, ſince Cambria's fatal day, , 
. _ ee Hoel's harp, or ſoft Llewel. 
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Mountains, ye mourn in vain 
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« Far, far aloof th' affrighted ravens fails 
The famiſh'd eagle ſcreams, and paſſes by. 
Pear loſt companions of my tuneful art, 


4 


Dear, as the light that viſits theſe fad eyes, 
Dear, as the ruddy drops that warm my heart, 


ve died amidſt your dying country's cries— 
C No more I weep. They do not ſleep. 
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] ſee them ſit, they linger yet, 
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« Withane in dreadfol harmony hey join, 

8 And weave with bloody hands the ue of 
"a line.“ un digem solle HAD 5 


2 


Abu. A a aAoetian 
A IP II. | * Mt? f 

7 . « Weave the warp, and weave the woof, 

« The vinding-ſheer of Edward's race. 

of , 


— 
7 
A 
— 
* * 
* 
* 
* 
* 
- 
* 


* 


A PINDARIC!'ODE, 6 


« Give amhle wan, and verge n 

e The characters of hell to toe . 
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